CHAPTER VI

DRAKE'S BEGINNING

WE must now turn back for a moment to 1545S
the year in which the Old World, after the
discovery of the mines of Potosi, first awoke to
the illimitable riches of the New; the year
in which King Henry assembled his epoch-
making fleet; the year, too, in which the British
National Anthem was, so to say, born at sea,
when the parole throughout the waiting fleet was
God save the King! and the answering countersign
was Long to reign over us!

In the same year, at Crowndale by Tavistock
in Devon, was born Francis Drake, greatest of
sea-dogs and first of modern admirals. His
father, Edmund Drake, was a skipper in modest
circumstances. But from time immemorial there
had been Drakes all round the countryside of
Tavistock and the family name stood high.
Francis was called after his godfather, Francis,
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